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%ﬂiﬁpc.'rm Freedom of navigation 7meters] away fom China’s |
‘ @pctubezalNQ . Internationally known as mainland he added.
Scarborough Shoal, Panatag lies ! But Malacahang said it did

_ The Philippines’ top defense of- 230 km west of Zambales| " not want to be part of the latest
ficial on Sunday defended an wwm,‘ullﬂ within the Philip- spat between Beijing and Wash-
American warship’s sailing near pines’ 370-km exclusive econom- ington.

a disputed shoal in the West ic zone in the South China Sea f = -“Wiiiomos. wish to be.patg
Philippine Sea, saying it should known as West Philippine Sea. | of a US-China intramural. The
not be a cause for concern. - A maritime law professor at United States can take care of its |
f2 “No, for as long as they are the University of the Philip- interest,” presidential spokes-
'on innocent passage. Interna- pines said the presence of the v que said i
tional law allows innocent pas- US warship in the area was legal

sage even in territorial waters,” ¥ and that Manila should protest i
Defense Secretary Delfin Loren- + Beljing's territorial claims. Scarborough Shoal is ramgnized
zana said. ] “No, the presence of US war- under our constitutional law and
'« Theguided missile USS Hop- ships in the area is not illegal. | international law,” he said.

per came within 22 kilometers USS Hopper was exercising 2%

of Panatag Shoal on Wednesday freedom of navigation through © Strategic point

| night, angering China, which [the South China Seal,” said Jay ﬁ ‘Pa.nmg Shoal is seen as a
|ae:mdtheresaurce rich fishing Batongbacal, director of the UP trategic point among the
| ground after a two-month mar- Institute for Maritime Affairs L territory in the|
itime standoff with the Philip- and Law of the Sea. Suuﬂ:l China Sea because it is|
pines in z012. “[The Philippines| should be within easy striking distance of

Beijing protested the war- concerned about and protest | US forces stationed in - the

's passage near the shoal,

Isaying it would take "necessary |
measures” to protect its!

sovereignty. |

China's assertion of sovereignty
over Scarborough Shoal, and al-

leged threat to China's security
Jon] a reef more than [744 kilo-

Philippines.
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